to tune in on. I would then give two or three test talks of
a minute or two each, and at the end of the last one I would
say: 'That is the end of the last test talk. I shall begin the
actual talk in exactly twenty seconds from now/ 1 would
watch the twenty seconds pass on a stop-watch; then I began,
On this occasion, precisely at the end of the twenty
seconds, and just as I was going to begin, the censor came
into the room. He said:
*Mr. Ward, it will be all right about that other talk of
yours. There's only one small thing, I'm afraid you can't
use General Hagglund's name/
I said: 'But that was a question which I particularly asked
General Hagglund, and he gave me permission to use it/
So an argument began which lasted about five minutes,
Only about half-way through did I realise that the micro-
phone was "live/ so that London was picking it all up*
I thought a recorded version of an argument between a
correspondent and a censor would be too good to miss,
so I continued it as hard as I could, mentioning the
general's name as often as possible. All the same, in the
end I was not allowed to use it.
During the afternoon I began to have a feeling that
London hadn't picked up my talks: so I sent a telegram
saying I was going to repeat them at nine o'clock that
evening to make sure. Late that night London replied
that nothing had been picked up in the afternoon, and
that reception had been so bad in the evening that the
talks were useless. Therefore I had to repeat them a second
time the next day.
This was one of the occasions when I envied the news-
paper correspondents* When they file a story, either by tele-
phone or telegraph, they do at least know it has got there,.
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